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I , (Currently Amtmded) A method for pix*cessmg a one-to-one request itom a client 
program to multiple in-ilances of a server prograin over a protocol, said method comprising: 
transferring said request irom said client program to a muUiplexor; 

generating a plurality of inslcuices of said rcqitest-using^^ each of 

said instances of said request corresponds to a<^fercntJnstance^Qf.sai d server program^ 

^Jti^nsl^ing said instances of said request from said multiplexor to said instances of said 
ser\'^cr progmm ^ 



transferring a piuriility of responses from said instances of said server program to said 
multiplexor; 

converting said responses to a uniform response; and 
transferring saict uniform response io said client program. 

2. (Original) The nielhod in claim 1 , further comprising specifying target instances of said 
server program to form a fan out target list, to which said instances ofs^id request will be 
translerred. 

3. (Original) 'ilie method in claim 1 , wherein said converting comprises selecting an 
operation to combine said responses, 

4. (Original) I he method in claim 3, wherein said operation comprises one of listing said 
responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a subset of said 
responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a minimum of said responses, 
and averaging said rcsp».^nses. 



5, (Original) Hie method in claim 1, wherein said multiplexor automatically creates said 
instances of said requesx. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The melhod in claim 1 , wherein said client progi-atn, said instances 
of Siiid server program, and said protocol are [unalTccted] not modified by said melhod. 

7. (Original) The method in claim 1 , wherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said t:licnt program, 

8. (Original) A method of processing a request from a client program to multiple instances 
of a server program over a protocol, said method comprising: 



modifying said request to create multiple instances of said request, each of said instances 
of said request corresponding to a single instance of said server program; 

transferring 5;aid instances of said request to corresponding ones of said instances of said 
server program; and 

modifying and <;ombining responses to said request from said instances (^f said server 
program to create a unified response. 

9, (Original) The method in claim 8, wherein a multiplexor alters said request to comply 
with each instance of said server program. 

10, (Original) The method in claim 9, wherein said multiplexor automatically creates said 
instances of said request. 

1 1 , (Original) The method in claim 8, further comprising specifying target instances of said 
server progratn lo fonn a fan out target list, to which said instances of said request will be 
transferred. 
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13. (Original) The method m claim 12, wherein said operation comprises one of listing said 
responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a subset of said 
responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a minimum of said responses, 
and averaging said responses, 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The method in claim 8, wherein said client program, said instances 
of said server program, and said protocol are [unaffected] not modified by said method. 

15. (Original) The method in claim 8, wherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said c h'ent program, 

1 6. (Original) A method of using a computer program to process a one-to-one request from a 
client program to multiple instances of a server program over a protocol, said method 
comprising: 

using said computer program to transfer said request from said client program to a 
multiplexor; 

using said computer program to genemtc a plurality of instances of said request using said 
multiplexor, wherein each of said instances of said request corresponds to a different instance of 
said server program; 

using said computer program to transfer said instances of said request from said 
multiplexor to said instances of said server program; 

using said computer program to transfer a plurality of responses lh)m said instances of 
said server program to said multiplexor; 

using said computer program to convert said responses lo a uniform response; and 

using said computer program to traasfer said unifomi response to said client program. 
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17. (Original) The melhod in claim 16, fiirthcr comprising using said computer program to 
specify Uixget instances of said server program to tbrni a fan out target list, to which said request 
will be transferred. 



1 8. (Original) The method in claim 1 6, wherein said using said computer program to convert 
comprises using said computer program to select an operation to combine said responses. 

19. (Original) The method in claim 1 8, wherein said operation comprises one oflisting said 
responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a subset of said 
responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a minimum of said responses, 
and averaging said responses. 

20. (Original) The jnethod in claim 1 6, wherein said multiplexor automatically creates said 
instances of said request, 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) 1 he method in claim 1 6, wherein said client program, said 
instances of said server program, and said protocol are [unaffected] not modified by said 
ct)mputer program, 

22. (Original) The method in claim 16, wherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said client program. 

23. (Original) A program storage device readable by machine, tangibly embodying a program 
of instructions executable by the machine to perform a method for processing a one-to-one 
request from a client program to multiple instances of a server program over a protocol, said 
method comprising: 

transferring said request from said client program to a multiplexor; 

generating a plurality of instances of said request using said multiplexor, wherein each of 
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said instunccs of said request cotresponds to a different instance of said server program; 

transferring said instiuwes of said request from said multiplexor to said instances of said 
server program; 

transferring a plurality of responses from said instances of said server program to said 
multiplexor; 

converting said responses to a unifoim response; and 
transferring said unilbim response to said client program. 

24. (Original) The program storage device in claim 23, further comprising specifying target 
instances of said server program to form a fan out target list, to which said instances of said 
request will be transferred. 

25. (Original) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said converting comprises 
selecting an operation to combine said responses. 

26. (Original) The program storage device in claim 25, wherein said operation comprises one 
of listing said response.s, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a subset of 
said responses, identifying a maximum of said responses, identifying a minimum of said 
responses, and averaging said responses. 

27. (Original) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said multiplexor 
automatically creates said instances of said request. 

28. (Currently Amended) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said client 
program, said instances of said server program, and said protocol are lunaflfccted] no t modified 
by said method. 
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29. (Original) The program storage device in claim 23, wherein said unified response hiis an 
instance corrcsptmding to said client program. 

30. (Original) A multiplexor for processing a one-to-one request fix)m a client pragram to 
multiple instances of a server program over a protocol, said multiplexor comprising: 

a converter for generating a plurality of instances of said request, wherein each of said 
instances of said request corresponds to a different instance of said server program; and 
a response combiner for converting said responses to a uniform response, 

3 1 . (Original) The multiplexor in claim 30, wherein said response combiner selects an 
operation to combine said responses. 

32. (Original) The multiplexor in claim 3 1 , wherein said operation comprises one of listing 
said responses, aggregating said responses, adding said responses, preparing a subset of said 
responses, identi fying a maximum of said responses, identifying a mininmm of said responses, 
and averaging said responses. 

33. (Original) The multiplexor in claim 30, wherein said converter auloraatically creates said 
instances of said request upon receipt of said request. 

34. (Currently Amended) The multiplexor in claim 30, wherein said client program, said 
instances of said server program, and said protocol are [unaffectedl not mod ified by said 
multiplexor. 

35. (Original) Hie multiplexor in claim 30, wherein said unified response has an instance 
corresponding to said client program. 
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